winter 2013

Welcome 2013 !

First Annual Talent Show Delights Crowd

We wish you and your families a
Healthy, Happy and Prosperous
New Year, and hope that your
Christmas season was one filled
with Blessings.

November 16, 2012 – Fifteen incredibly talented students highlighted
the excellence of the Catholic school community by executing flawless
performances at the Catholic Schools have Talent Show. The talent
show extravaganza brought together performers from the four Central
Catholic schools: St. Peter Marian, Holy Name, St. Bernard’s, and
St. Peter Central Catholic.

In this issue you will find an article
on the First Annual Talent and Spirit
show that was held in November.
This show demonstrated that
Catholic Schools have Talent
and Spirit, and is a tribute to the
students but also the determination
of our Administrators and faculty
to keep musical programs going
which is part of providing a well
rounded education.The event
raised close to $3,500 which will
provide a half scholarship.

Catholic Schools have Talent is structured like the TV show America’s
Got Talent. Each school held an audition stage to select their top three
performers to send to the finals at Holy Name. A total of 80 acts auditioned
to make the finals, all of them are quite talented. Meet our finalists inside
this newsletter.
The show was hosted by 2-time Worcester Entertainer of the Year and
host of Woo-Tube, Dale LePage. Additionally, three celebrity judges
were called upon to provide feedback to the contestants and select the
top three performers of the show: Hank Stolz of WCRN, Mary Knight of
WXLO, and Richard Duckett of the Worcester Telegram & Gazette.

Our Sixth Annual Recognition
Dinner will take place at Mechanics
Hall on March 21, 2013. This year
we are honored to have Cardinal
Seán Patrick O’Malley O.F.M. Cap.,
Archbishop of Boston. This year we
are looking to increase our results
from this event to $100,000, as we
continue to see an increase in need
for our tuition assistance. We hope
that you will be able to support
our efforts.
If you are interested in learning more
about our program please contact
us at info@adopt-a-student.net to
schedule a tour and lunch.
Thank you for all you do to help us
“Change a Life”

Winner of First Annual Catholic Schools have Talent
St. Peter Marian’s Simon Ra
with fellow Guardians Dianna Johnson (L) and Denzi Garcia (R)

Robert R. Pape
Chairman

Continued on next page
& page 5

Top Three Selections of the Judges

Steering Committee
Mr. James A. Andreoli
Mr. Joseph J. Bafaro
Mr. Francesco Cesareo, Ph.D.
Mr. Michael Coogan
Atty. Peter J. Dawson
Mr. William Driscoll
Mr. Thomas E. Dunn
Mr. Timothy M. Griffin
Mrs. Susan Ivas
Mrs. Delma Josephson, Ph.D.
Mr. Robert J. Kenney
Ms. Kris Kervick
Hon. Francis J. Larkin
Ms. Kathryn O’Hearn Loring
Mr. Edward P. Madaus
Ms. Marie Maher
Mr. Sean M. McCue
Mrs. Catherine G. O’Brien
Mr. John D. O’Connell
Mr. Robert R. Pape
Mr. Richard Riley
Mr. Thomas Russel
Mr. Brenden Walsh

Idrissa McCallum Grade 11– HN Idrissa drew the opening spot and got the show off to
a dramatic start that raised the bar for everyone who followed.

3rd Place: Dezi Garcia – SPM

Dezi played guitar and sang an
impassioned “Wonderwall” by
Oasis to the delight of a vocal
crowd of fellow Guardians.

2rd Place: Michael Skrzek – HN

Our Mission
Adopt-A-Student provides scholarship
awards to students whose families
would otherwise be unable to send their
children to Central Catholic Elementary
and Secondary schools in the Diocese
of Worcester. Scholarships are
presented to students who are not only
academically qualified, but specifically
seek an education in the tradition and
environment of Catholic schools, thus
providing society with people of faith
and strong moral values.
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Michael evoked memories of
Gene Kelly and amazed the
crowd with his tap dance
“Moses Supposes”.

1st Place: Simon Ra – SPM

Simon brilliantly played Chopin’s
“Revolution” on the piano. His
performance was regarded as
the best of the evening and he
took home the Star Trophy.

THANK YOU
FOR THE OPPORTUNITIES
YOU PROVIDE TO US
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Our Sixth Annual
Recognition Dinner

Save

e
t
a
the D

March 21, 2013
Mechanics Hall

An invitation will be mailed
to you the first part of
February.
For advance information,
sponsorship and advertising opportunities, contact
Bob Pape by phone at
508-523-3542 or by email
at Rrpape@aol.com.
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featured guest speaker
Cardinal Seán Patrick O’Malley O.F.M. Cap.,
Archbishop of Boston.

Catholic Schools have Talent and Spirit
Holy Name Jr.-Sr. Central Catholic High School
144 Granite Street Worcester, MA 01604 www.holyname.net
Michael Skrzek - Grade 12
This dancer leaves everything
out there in every performance.
His deep connection with the
music and the crowd makes him
a crowd favorite.
His “Moses Supposes” performance was exceptionally
executed and one of the most
memorable of the night.

Olivia Brochu - Grade 10

Idrissa McCallum - Grade 11

This singer, guitarist and song writer composes her own original
work. Her performance of “Unspoken” was a heart warming
moment because of its authenticity.

A lifelong performer who feels most comfortable on the
stage and in the spotlight.

She enjoys performing at open-mic nights and walking to raise
money for various non-profit organizations.

She is a dancer who understands the importance of
connecting with the crowd and bringing energy to
every performance.

St. Peter Central Catholic Elementary School
865 Main Street Worcester, MA 01610 www.stpetercentralcatholic.com

Walker Dauphin - Grade 6
This piano player may be
young, but his skill is
remarkable.
He claims that his hobby of
making birdhouses helps to
strengthen his hands and
develops his piano playing
skills. It seems to work!
He performed “Memories”
from Cats.

Megan Dickie - Grade 6

Rachael DeLapara - Grade 4

This singer enjoys performing in front of audiences and has
been practicing her skills in front of crowds for years, including
in the choir at her parish.

This talented young lady has been dancing for years.
She says she loves dancing because “it is a chance
to tell a story.”

She is trained by her mother and uses her beautiful voice to
convey the depth of the human experience. She performed
“Time to Say Goodbye”/”Con te pariro”.

She performed “Be Like You” from the Disney movie
The Jungle Book. She was the night’s youngest
performer.
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Catholic Schools have Talent and Spirit
St. Peter Marian Jr. Sr. High School
781 Grove Street Worcester, MA 01605 www.spmguardians.org

Simon Ra - Grade 12
This International student from Korea reports that he enjoys SPM
because it offers him so many opportunities to share his musical
talent with others.
One of his favorite activities is to play piano for the residents at
Notre Dame du Lac Assisted Living Center. He played Chopin’s
“Revolution” to wow judges and the crowd alike.

Dianna Johnson - Grade 11
A singer who can play both the piano
and guitar while communicating the
emotion of every song she sings.
Dezi Garcia - Grade 12
This guitar player likes to
sing 90s songs and plays
gigs across the city.
He plays hockey and is
looking forward to the
upcoming season.
His version of “Wonderwall” was a highlight of
the night.
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She shares her gifts in the Liturgical
Choir at school and has auditioned
for both X Factor and America’s
Got Talent.

Catholic Schools have Talent and Spirit
St. Bernard’s High School
45 Harvard Street Fitchburg, MA 02140 http://stb.echalk.com

STB GCB
Ben Cote – Guitar and Vocals - Grade 12
Adam Spencer – Bass Guitar - Grade 12
Brendan Kelley – Drums - Grade 11
The evening’s heaviest performance
featuring “Mama Kin” by the Boston
based Aerosmith.
The Guitar Club Band also began as
an after school club and eventually
began to perform in the Northern
Worcester County music scene.
These rockers are veterans of the
talent show scene and won the title
at Monty Tech’s “Appreciate the Arts”
night and another in New Hampshire.
The band also offers their talents to
the school by playing at school shows
and during Mass.
Unfortunately, Brendan missed the
show due to a football injury, but his
cousin Brian filled in.

The House Special
Ryan Kelley – Keyboard - Grade 12
David Mansfield – Vocals, Bass Guitar - Grade 11
Nick Nelson – Drums - Grade 11
Gray Milkowski – Guitar - Grade 10
This band of Bernardians began as an after school club and have honed their skills over
the years. They are active on the Music Scene and report that they most enjoy playing
at the Sad Café. They share their talents with the school by playing during Mass.
This rock and roll band pays tribute to the King with a version of “Jailhouse Rock”.
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Department of Education
Diocese of Worcester
49 Elm Street Worcester, MA 01609
508.791-7171 www.Adopt-A-Student.net

We are on Facebook,
visit us and Like our page.

• Sixth Annual Adopt-A-Student
Recognition Dinner
• Talent & Spirit Show Highlights
• 2012 Thank you’s

Rachael DeLapara was the
youngest performer in November’s
Talent and Spirit Show. Her
dancing talent was evident
in her performance of “Be Like
You” from the Disney movie
The Jungle Book.
Grade 4
St. Peter Central Catholic
Elementary School

